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After a long year spent under COVID  
 restrictions, we were thrilled to 

host a very different type of annual 
fundraiser. Instead of the usual Casino 
Night or fancy Gala, we decided it 
was time to plan something that our 
CASA children could enjoy as well. 
What started as a fundraiser raised over 
$100,000 and became so much more! 

Over 370 CASA supporters, foster 
children, Board, staff, and volunteers 
came out for an evening of childhood 
wonder beneath the stars at Turtle 
Back Zoo. With the park reserved just 
for CASA, guests were free to explore 
unimpeded by lines or crowds. Children 
rushed about gleefully, donning animal 
masks given out at the door. Spectators 
of all ages marveled at the extraordinary 
sights: majestic giraffes, curious pink 
flamingoes, lions lounging about regally, 
cheetahs licking their paws to groom 
their elegant coats, and a large black 

bear lumbering about. Several peacocks 
roamed the sidewalks freely, taking 
guests by surprise when they opened 
their massive plumage to display vivid 
royal blue and iridescent greens. 

Throughout the evening, more important 
than any thrilling sights or attractions, 
we bonded as one CASA family. Siblings 
who are placed in different foster homes 
ran side-by-side from one attraction to 
the next. Board members’ grandchildren 
rode the carousel alongside our foster 
children. Volunteers enjoyed a scenic 
train ride with their Fostering Futures 
teens. Adopted families, once on our 
CASA caseload, attended for a “reunion” 
with their CASA advocates and Case 
Supervisors. 

In the spirit of family, togetherness, and 
belonging, we gathered for a delicious 
buffet-style meal, complete with ice 
cream and, of course, animal cracker 

cookie boxes. There was even a birthday 
cake to celebrate a ten year old’s special 
day. Our talented Board member 
Regina, who is also a professional 
photographer, snapped photos as groups 
gathered to have a keepsake from the 
event. Best of all, foster children and 
families were able to leave behind their 
challenges and enjoy the wonder of 
nature, friendships, and a fun, safe, 
enriching experience. 

These children and families left inspired 
to understand, appreciate, and protect 
the fragile interdependence of all living 
things, the joy of having spent time 
with family, and the knowledge that 
CASA is there for them. CASA added 
a new adventure to their story. At the 
end of this magical evening, there were 
many sleepy children, lots of smiles, and 
numerous guests asking when CASA 
would be doing this again.

Saturday, 
June 11, 2022
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Our mission is to be a strong voice 
for the best interests of vulnerable 
children who have been removed 
from their homes or are under court 
supervision due to abuse, neglect, 
or abandonment. 

We recruit, train, and supervise 
community volunteers to be advocates, 
mentors, and champions for each 
child on his or her journey to a safe, 
permanent, and nurturing home. 
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Siblings Zaniyah, age seven, and Zyel, 
age two, were removed from their 

parents and placed in the care of their 
maternal grandmother by the Division 
of Child Protection and Permanency 
(DCPP). Their mother, Dawn, had been 
arrested for selling cocaine, while the 
children were left home alone. Their 
father was incarcerated on criminal 
charges and serving a long sentence.

Susan, a CASA volunteer, was assigned 
to advocate for the two children, but 
she ended up helping the whole family. 
She learned that Zaniyah had severe 
behavioral issues, and observed possible 
developmental delays in Zyel. Further 
inquiry revealed that while Zaniyah 
was seeing a child psychologist, Zyel’s 
issues were not being addressed. Susan 
immediately contacted the Case Worker 
to recommend an Early Intervention 
Evaluation. As a result of Susan’s 

diligence, Zyel received a diagnosis of 
Sensory Perception Disorder. Because 
of her CASA Advocate training, Susan 
knew that early intervention services 
were publicly funded. She was able to 
connect grandma with the appropriate 
services that included physical, 
occupational, and speech-language 
therapies for Zyel.

Attending all Treatment meetings, Susan 
sought to learn as much as possible about 
Sensory Perception Disorder. Zyel’s 
Occupational Therapist informed her 
that a compression shirt would be helpful 
in improving his body orientation. 
Knowing grandma had limited income, 
Susan first approached DCPP to pay 
for this shirt. They denied the request 
and it was not covered by Medicaid. 
With Zyel’s best interest in mind, Susan 
searched online and found an affordable 
option that CASA purchased for him. 

While the children were set on a positive 
path, Susan saw through her visits 
at the home that raising two young 
children with special needs was a serious 
challenge for grandma. Susan arranged 
several extracurricular activities to 
provide stimulation for the children 
and free time for grandma. A local 
library for a Polar Bear Express party, 
a Home Depot children’s craft day, and 
various local community playground 
outings, allowed grandma to sit back and 
watch while Zaniyah and Zyel enjoyed 
experiences with other children.

It was through the CASA volunteer’s 
diligent efforts and effective advocacy 
in looking out for the best interests 
of the two children that resulted in a 
family’s reunification.
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Looking to provide further relief,  
 Susan looked into The Little Gym 

for Zyel and soccer lessons for Zaniyah. 
Susan put in a recommendation that 
DCPP fund these services. When this 
was only partially funded, CASA helped 
cover the balance. Both children were 
delighted with their new activities.

While Zaniyah and Zyel were making 
progress living with grandma, mom was 
complying with court orders to attend 
outpatient drug rehabilitation and 
parenting classes. From the beginning, 
Susan developed a positive relationship 
with Dawn, letting her know that her 
children loved her and they were rooting 
for her. As she progressed through her 
treatment, things were looking positive 
for Dawn to be reunified with her 
children, until she began a relationship 
with a new boyfriend who turned out to 
be very controlling. 

He stole money from her and did not 
allow her to have weekly visits with her 
children. Susan also noticed bruises on 
Dawn’s face.

Susan again got to work, providing 
Dawn with the contact for a Domestic 
Violence shelter. Over the next 
several months, they met weekly to 
plan for future reunification. To help 
Dawn restore control of her finances, 
Susan helped Dawn open a checking 
account and showed her how to create 
a budget. With Susan’s support and 
encouragement, Dawn began attending 
Narcotics Anonymous meetings, and 
found a sponsor. 

Dawn even re-established a relationship 
with her mother. Susan was the one who 
convinced mother and daughter to enter 
counseling together for the best interest 
of the children. After a long, difficult 

journey, this family is moving towards a 
positive outcome. They lived in domestic 
violence subsidized housing for nine 
months until they were able to afford 
their own apartment. The children spent 
weekends at their grandmother’s house, 
allowing Dawn to take on extra hours at 
her job as a taxi dispatcher.

Because of a dedicated CASA 
volunteer, a mom and her two 
children found their way to a better 
life. A CASA volunteer helped
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BUSINESS PARTNERS
ADP
Bank of America Merrill Lynch
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Buzak Law Group
ConnectOne Bank
Crum and Forster
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Gruber, Colabella, Liuzza, 
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Lakeland Bank
Lovas Law Firm
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New Jersey Natural Gas Company 
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New York City Regional Center 
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John Codd 
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Adam & Lindsey Cossman 
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Robert & Mary Kate Davidson
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Helen Davis
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John & Allyson Doherty
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Christopher & Mary Ann Dowd
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Mark & Eileen Durham
Vincent & Susan Egan
Stephen & Mary Ann Ehrilch
Matthew Eisenberg & Noreen Fierro 
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Scarlet Encamacion
Kristina Erins
Philip & Amy Evans
Kieran & Molly Fagan
Joan Falcetta
John & Toby Fanburg
Michael & Regina Farlekas
Lorens & Kathryn Fasano
Jessica Fiddes
Steve & Lisa Firkser
Paul & Jennifer Fleck
Charles & Joanne Foster
Christie Foster
James & Janet Foster
Barbara Fowler
Elizabeth Foy
Jack & Lisa Fraebel
William & Sigrid Franzblau
The Honorable Noah & Marjorie  
     Franzblau
Dr. & Mrs. Bruce Friedman
Abigail Gallo
David Ganz & Kim Kramer 
Lawrence & Stacey Garb
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Kate Garzon
Ryan & Christa Genero-Dewey
Roger & Joan Gengaro
Harry & Rita Gernant
Christopher Gerold & Sandra Fava
Walter & Jacqueline Gerold
John & Rita Giacchi
Lesley Gibson
Michael & Lisa Gilchrist
Gary & Carolyn Gildersleeve
Danielle Giliberti
Renee Giliberti
Thomas & Rosemary Gilmartin
Anthony Giuriceo 
Lillian Gola
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Donna Gooley
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Dianne Hartshorn
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Catherine Hill
John Hoffmann
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Lois Honigfeld
Kenneth & Sheri Horwitz
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Sidney & Sandra Jacobson
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We could not do 
this work without 
donors like you.
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Joseph LaSala
Stuart Lasser
Anne Lawless
Henry & Maureen Lee
Steven & Karen Levinn
Adam Levinsohn
Paul Levinsohn
Ronald & Marian Levinsohn
Peter & Marsha Lewin
Sally Lewis-Cocja
Gary & Susan Lichtenberger
Sanford & Arleen Lipsman
Susan Litterst
Joseph & Lois Livreri
Kathleen Lopes
William & Andrea Lovas
Vincent & Jillian Lucas
Glenn & Francine Lusardi
Diane Luzzi
Nancy Magee
Joseph & Cindy Makowski
Mike & Jean Mandell
Frank & Theresa Mangravite
James & Jean Marriott
Amanda Maxwell
Geoffrey Maxwell & Christine Dugan 
Leonard & Helena Mazur
James & Florence Mazzella
Tricia McCarthy
Paul & Kathleen McDougall
Christopher & Debra McGrath
Laura McKay-Nejes
Kathleen McNamara
Andrea McNamara
Nancy Medford
Bill Medler
Jeffrey & Judy Milanaik
Chad & Jill Miller
Vinnie & Kelly Molinari
Karen Mongrella
Richard & Anne Moore
Sandra Mordecai
Thomas Moreno
Diana Morrison
Nadia Moses
John & Susan Murray 
Richard & Kathleen Napp
Paul & Dawn Natoli
Michael & Nancy Neary
Margaret Nelson
Kylie Nemeth
Pamela Nicholson
Gene Nicotra
Lesley O'Brien
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Girolamo Piazza
Mercedes Pierre
Lynn Polan
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Pamela Poland
James Polley
Denise Postlethwaite
Wendy Potter
Dale & Carol Potter
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David & Susan Puente-Duany
Michael & Deborah Puskas
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Glenn & Jane Cee Redbord
Patricia Reidy-Fontana
Mark Reilly
Virginia Reiner
Harry & Maxine Riskin
Joseph Robbins
Candyce Forster & Rob Robinson
Michael Rocca & Dr. Nicole Rocca
Robert Rodine
Mark & Ina Roffman
Leo & Carole Rogers
James & Beth Rohmann
Ferrill & Belinda Roll
Lucy Rosen
Lucille Rosenberg
Jonathan & Pamela Rosenbluth
Carolyn Ross
Jenna Rosselli
Robert & Norma Rung
Stacy Russo
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Jim & Betty Rust
Sandra Ruzicka
Ann Ryan
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Chet & Nicole Robbins Schwartz
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Ronald & Marilyn Semer
Stuart & Jan Sendell
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Eileen Soliman
Eric & Tammy Solotoff
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Lorri Sullivan
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Vincent & Katherine Teti
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Marcellene Thompson
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Jeffrey Vinick
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COMMUNITY PARTNERS
Green Pond Women's Club
Mendham Area Senior Housing
National Council of Jewish Women, 
     West Morris
Sparta Woman's Club
Stanhope United Methodist Church
The Presbyterian Church in 
     Morristown
The Rotary Club of Madison
Watchung NJ Airstream Club
Waterloo United Methodist Church
Woman's Club of Parsippany

GOVERNMENT PARTNERS
Morris County Community 
Development
National CASA Association
NJ Victim Assistant Grant
NJ State Funding

GRANTS PARTNERS
F.M. Kirby Foundation
George A. Ohl, Jr., Trust 
Head Family Charitable Foundation
Investors Bank Foundation
Laura J. Niles Foundation
Lillian P. Schenck Foundation
Margaret A. Darrin Charitable Trust
MetLife Foundation
NJM Insurance Group
NJ Natural Gas Company
Robert & Joan Dircks Foundation
Straube Foundation
The Blanche & Irving Laurie  
     Foundation
The John Bickford Foundation
The Prudential Foundation
The Selective Insurance Group
The Sweetie Pig Foundation
The Willis & Nancy King Foundation
Walter & Alice Gorham Foundation
William E. Simon Foundation

IN-KIND DONORS
Nancy and Megan Andreasen
Assumption Church Giving Tree
Casey and Anthony Barletti
Books A Million, Rockaway
Costco, Wharton
Cub Scouts Pack 233
Deirdre's House
For Goodness Cakes
Hillmann Consulting
Indigo
Neal Kramer
Madison Extended Before and 
Aftercare 
Stuart and Joyce Schwartz
Logan Semer
St. Joseph Church of Mendham
Telecom Pioneers
The Briad Group
The Peck School Parents Association
The Thursday Morning Club 
The Woman's Club of the Denville-
     Rockaway Area
We Are Loved

SCHOOL PARTNERS
Mendham High School Service Club
Morris County School Association of 
     School Business Officials
Netcong Elementary School
The Peck School
West Morris Regional High School

A special thanks to the team at REAL CHEMISTRY for donating their time, talents, and friendship to CASA 
throughout the year. We especially appreciate their creative work in designing this Annual Report.



Our Community Partners donated throughout the year so our 
children and families can receive all new items including: 
birthday cakes and gifts, holiday gifts, backpacks and school 
supplies, clothes, books, bicycles and helmets, craft items, 
and gift cards to purchase essentials. This was vital for 
struggling families during this year of the COVID pandemic. 

Nancy and Megan Andreasen
Assumption Church Giving Tree
Casey and Anthony Barletti
Books A Million, Rockaway
Costco, Wharton 
Cub Scouts Pack 233
Deirdre’s House
For Goodness Cakes

Hillmann Consulting
Indigo, Short Hills
Neal Kramer  
Madison Extended Before and  
     Aftercare
Marybeth Lombardino’s Angels 
Stuart and Joyce Schwartz
Logan Semer

St. Joseph Church of Mendham
Telecom Pioneers, Chapter 99
The Briad Group, Wendy’s Division
The Peck School Parents Association
The Thursday Morning Club
The Woman’s Club of the Denville- 
     Rockaway Area
We Are Loved
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TO A LL  OUR VOLUNTEER S, W E C OULD 
NO T H AV E DONE IT W ITH OU T YOU. 



Direct Program
Services

Community Outreach & 
Development

Management &
General Expenses

83%

12%

5%$788,667
TOTA L E X PENSE S
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REVIEW
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CASA of Morris and 
Sussex Counties

18 Cattano Avenue, 
Morristown, NJ 07960

www.CASAMSC.org
973-998-7590

71 Children reached permanency with successful outcomes!

51% Reunited with
Parents 3% Independent 

Living35% Adopted 11% Kinship Legal 
Guardianship

CASA Volunteers 
advocated for 
178 children130

of advocacy services provided by CASA 
volunteers based on the NJ Independent 
Sector value of volunteer time$140,417 

of recommendations made by CASA 
volunteers in their court reports were 
approved by our family court judges 92% Hours of service provided 

by CASA volunteers4,920 

of children in foster care in Morris and Sussex 
Counties were served by our organization compared 
to state average of serving 53% of children in care.
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